The first records of Mesoniscus graniger (Frivaldszky, 1865) in Poland are presented. They slightly extend the known distribution range of the species up to the northernmost edge of the Carpathians. Abstract: Mantis religiosa has been a constant element of Polish fauna for a long time but its current expansion in Poland has only been observed for a few years. At first, population growth was recorded within an insular area in the central part of the Sandomierz Basin but the total Polish range of the species seemed to be unchanged. Next, the praying mantis was recorded in some adjacent regions where it was observed only sporadically in the 1950s (the Małopolska Upland, the Lublin Upland) and in a few distant ones where it had never been observed before (Beskid Niski Mts, Bieszczady Mts, Pogórze Karpackie [Carpathian Foothills], Polesie Lubelskie). A number of factors affect the spread of M. religiosa dispersion; the most important ones including climate warming during the past few decades, increase in area of fallow lands, and transport of various developmental stages, especially oothecae, by man.
